What is Philosophy?

Philosophy
means the
LOVE OF
WISDOM.
It allows you
to study life’s
biggest
question. That
does not
mean you will
find the
answers but
you will have
fun getting
there.
To prepare for
year 12 you
will start you
philosophical
journey over
the summer.

What you will need
on your
philosophical
journey.
Philosophy is a sense
of wonder.
As we grow we loose
the sense of wonder,
because we are use to
the world. Life
becomes a habit.
Philosophy tries to
make us look beyond
what we have learnt to
accept, to go beyond
our routine and get
back to the sense of
wonder.

TASK1.Read
these quotes and
WRITE in great

TASK 2. A copy of
Sophie’s World by
Jostein Gaarder, this is
your holiday reading as you
go on your journey. Use
this website to help your
understand.http://www.sparkn
otes.com/lit/sophie/

TASK 3. Have a quiet
moment to reflect and

WRITE answers
these questions. 1
side minimum


detail ( 1 side)
what you think
they mean
“The unexamined
life is not worth
living” Socrates

“The only wisdom







is knowing you
know nothing at
all” Socrates



What is the most
important thing in life?
Who are you?
Why are you here?
How was the world
created?
Do all things have
purpose?
Can you create
something out of
nothing?
Does everything in life
have a cause? If so what
was the first cause?

Philosophy Summer Assignment 2016

Lucia lived in a town where the lights were on, but nobody was ever home. She lived among zombies.
This was not as scary as it might sound. These zombies were not the flesh-eating ghouls of horror
films. They looked and behaved just like you and I. But there was one key difference: they had no
minds. If you pricked them they would say ‘ouch’ and wince, but they felt no pain. If you ‘upset’ them
they would cry or get angry, but there would be no inner turmoil. If you played them soothing music
they would appear to enjoy it, but in their minds they would hear nothing. On the outside, they were
ordinary humans, but on the inside, nothing was going on.
This made them easy to get along with. It was easy to forget that they didn’t have inner lives as she
did, since they spoke and behaved just like ordinary people and that included references to how they
felt or what they thought. Visitors to the town would also fail to notice anything strange. Even when
Lucia let them in on the secret, they refused to believe her.
‘How do you know that they have no minds?’ they would ask. ‘How do you know that other people
do?’ would be Lucia’s reply. That usually shut them up.

TASK
1. Write an explanation of how you know that the Zombies have no mind?
2. Write an explanation of how you know that you have a mind.
3. Explain the things that you feel that you know (as opposed to things that you cannot claim to
know about). Think about proving how you know these things.
WRITE NO MORE THAN ONE SIDE OF A4

Ethics Summer Assignment

‘Everyone has the right to choose
when to die.’
Should Tony Nicklinson have the right to assisted suicide if and when he considers the time is right to end
his life?
Do your own research on the case of Tony Nicklinson who had ‘locked- in syndrome’. This case hit the news
headlines two years ago when Tony was interviewed by the BBC’s Medical Correspondent, Fergus Walsh:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-18499878
Find out as much detail as you can about this particular case through the Internet and newspapers. Follow the
case over the next few weeks as there may well be developments.
What did Tony Nicklinson hope to achieve? What were his aims?
Find out how the Law stands in this country regarding euthanasia and assisted suicide. Why will the Law NOT
allow euthanasia in the case of Tony Nicklinson?
Write down a list of arguments FOR the use of euthanasia in a case such as this.
Write down a list of arguments AGAINST the use of euthanasia in a case like this.
Investigate two opposing Christian views on a case such as this (look at the teaching/ views of the Roman
Catholic Church and at the view which may be taken by a follower of Situation Ethics)

When you have done enough research:

Use your research and your own opinions to write an answer to the following question (approximately 1000
words):

Should Tony Nicklinson have the right to assisted suicide if and when he considers the time is right to end
his life?

Your own opinion should be evident but you should also include a variety of other views on euthanasia and
this case in particular.
Attention must be given to spelling, punctuation and grammar. Read through your work and ensure that all
your factual information is correct and that your arguments are clear.

This assignment must be given to your Ethics teacher on or before 11th September
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