
Year 12 Induction and Summer Holiday Assignment 

Typographic ‘Pin & String’ Installation 
 
Lettering is everywhere, guiding, teaching and 
speaking to us. It is an essential starting point to 
graphic communication and we will be focusing 
on typography in Year 12. The design of fonts is 
largely digital but recently the art of handcrafted 
letters is making a comeback. We will be 
exploring hand-drawn, stitched, mixed media, 
painted, collaged and 3D installations as well as 
digital.  
 
Your first assignment will be a creation of a 3D 
installation using the pin and string technique. 
  
     

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

INGREDIENTS 

A4 or A3 printout of a quote of 

your choice 

Craft knife 

String  

Sewing pins & A4 or A3 foam board 

OR 

Nails & A4 or A3 wood 

Step 1: 

Select a quote you would like to use. Google ‘Positive Quotes’ if you are unsure. Something 
short and powerful will work best like:  

- Stay Hopeful 

- Stop waiting for Friday 

- You are enough 

- Lead from the heart 

- Great things take time 

- Make each day your masterpiece 

You could base your quote on a positive message that connects to recent news stories about coming 

through the Pandemic, supporting the NHS, BLM, Captain Sir Tom Moore, community spirit etc.  

 



 
 

 

 

   
 

 

 

    

Step 2: 

Print out the letters you require to use as a guide (A4 or A3) 

Cut them out using a craft knife, place the guide on the 

foam board or wood and then place the pins or nails in the 

corners and along the edges of your letter guides to create 

‘frames’ for each letter. When you have completed this, 

remove the paper so you are just left with the pins or nails. 

Step 3: 

Start to wrap the string along the 

contours of the letters to make an 

outline. You will then decide whether 

you want to fill the letters or the 

negative space. 

Step 4: 

You do not have to follow a strict pattern; 

instead, you could choose a more random, 

erratic path. Continue until you have 

completed all letters. 

Step 5: 

Photograph the stages of your work from different angles and document this in a mini handmade sketchbook. 

Consider the colour of your string as it could add to the overall meaning of your chosen quote. 


