
  
 

 

History Induction Assignment 
 

Deadline: your first Year 12 History lesson in September 2021 
 

Edexcel Route F: Searching for rights and freedoms in the twentieth century 
 

1F: In search of the American Dream: the USA, c1917–96 (Mrs Flint/Mr Finn) 
 
1. Define the following key words in relation to 20th Century history and provide an 

example of where you have come across them in your study of History Years 7-11.  

 
2. Watch this episode of The Century: America’s time  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dssfiPirT2U&list=PLvGgZ5v2o_N8dDogxreL2-
NbnfKHgHxqY 
and identify the key themes/issues facing America at the turn of the 20th Century.  
Use the note taking sheet attached to support you.  
 

3. Research one of these presidents - Hoover, Roosevelt, Truman, Kennedy, Johnson, 
Nixon, and complete the tasks below:  
a) Produce a fact file of their presidency including information on:  

▪ Their family background and experience before becoming President 
▪ Political beliefs and ideas (Republican or Democrat?)  
▪ Key events in their presidency 
▪ At least one image of them with a detailed, dated caption.  
▪ Find some interpretations of them from historians  

                    Make sure that you provide a list of the websites/books that you got your 
information from.  

 
b) Answer the question: How successful was (insert name of chosen president) as 

President of the USA?  
Your answer should have:  

▪ An introduction that gives an overview of the Presidency and why there is a 
debate about whether he was successful or not 

▪ At least 3 paragraphs that provide an analysis of the key events of the 
presidency and why they show that the president was successful or not.  

▪ A conclusion that gives a judgement about whether you think the president 
was successful or not. You must support this with evidence. 

 

Civil Rights Democracy Republican Democrat Constitution 

Federal 
government 

Laissez-faire Communism Capitalism Tariff 

Immigrant Inflation Civil Rights Propaganda Legislation 

Head of State Cold War Industrialisation Empire Protest 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dssfiPirT2U&list=PLvGgZ5v2o_N8dDogxreL2-NbnfKHgHxqY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dssfiPirT2U&list=PLvGgZ5v2o_N8dDogxreL2-NbnfKHgHxqY


  
 

 
 

2F.2: South Africa, 1948-94: From Apartheid State to ‘Rainbow Nation’ (Mrs Picariello) 
 

1) Complete the Preparation Booklet tasks, which will provide you with a good understanding 

of the history of South Africa up to 1948.  This context is vital as we are studying the history 

of a country that you will not be familiar with from your studies so far at school.  This will be 

handed in on the first lesson in September.   
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