
Sociology at Stanborough 
 

 
 

 

We follow the AQA A-Level specification 
If you have any questions over the summer email: 

rcollinson@stanborough.herts.sch.uk  



 
How	the Course is Assessed 

 
There are no coursework/controlled assessments in Sociology. 
 

Students sit exams at the end of Year 13.  
 

AQA Sociology A-level is a linear course. Year 12 helps you develop the key critical skills, 
thinking and social comprehension. Whereas as Year 13 allows you to practice these skills 

and complete your Sociological Imagination. 
 

We focus particularly on how certain features of a person’s social position (i.e. their 

gender, social class and ethnicity) might affect their LIFE CHANCES in society. 
 

Sociology is regarded as a Social Science, largely because it uses a number of research 
methods to examine society in more detail. 
 

A major part of gaining success in Sociology is by learning the main ideas, concepts and 
terms used – the language of the subject – and then being able to use this language when 
you are discussing the topics and issues relevant to the study of society. 
 

There are THREE papers to complete, each lasting 2 HOURS and worth a third of your 

final grade. 

	

 
 

We will study Education (Paper 1) and Families & Households (Paper 2) in Y1. 
 

We will study Crime and Deviance (Paper 3), and The Media (Paper 2) in Y2. 
 

We will study Sociological Theory and Methods in both Y1 & Y2. 
 

Each paper consists of a range of different styles of questions, but each paper is worth 80 

Marks, so your final grade will be out of 240 Marks. 
 
 
 



Sociology is… 
1. The study of society, large groups of people and individuals. 

2. It studies how and why people behave the way they do in society Looks at how 
structures such as family and Government influence 

3. human behaviour 
4. A social science which uses research to investigate and predict human behaviour to 

help governments improve the lives of its citizens 
5. A critical and radical subject, it is about questioning why society is as it is. It is about 

digging under the surface, looking at what is really going on. 
 
 

Is sociology for me? 
Yes, if you’re interested in questions like these… 

 

 
 



 
1. The defining characteristic of human behaviour is: 
A) Their gender/ sex 
B) Their social class 
C) Their Race 
D) Their integration into society 
E) Their culture 

 
2. We have the freedom to choose our own behaviour 
A) Yes 
B) No 
C) Depends 
D) Doesn’t matter 
E) What is freedom? 

 
3. What are your views on the family…. 
A) Family is oppressive to women and teaches us to conform to gender roles 
B) Family is a tool of the ruling class teaching us to obey authority 
C) Family is a vital part of socialisation that teaches us norms and values 
D) Family is what you make it, everyone has a different view on it 
E) Family – what is a family? You can’t define it 

 
4. When it comes to inequality 
A) Gender is the most serious issue! 
B) Money and power the rich exploit the poor! 
C) Inequality is normal part of society 
D) Inequality is a label that has different meanings to people 
E) You make your own reality up 

 
5. When it comes to Crime 
A) The justice system is more lenient on women 
B) Criminal laws protect the rich and powerful 
C) Crime is good for society as it reminds us of the rules 
D) Crimes are actions labelled as wrong to influence our behaviour 
E) Crime – what is a crime? Can we really define what a crime is? 

 
6. When it comes to religion 
A) Religion oppresses and controls women – telling us to cover up and be obedient 
B) Religion is a tool used by those with power to control us 
C) Religion is a useful institution which unites people who share a common set of beliefs 
D) Religion means different things to different people 
E) Religion is just another meta-narrative (big story) people use to explain reality 

 
 
 
 

What kind of 

 



 
 

Mostly A – Our Feminist 
 

You are most likely to turn into our Feminist Sue Sharpe. Feminism looks at how society 
is structured in a way that benefits men while oppressing women – this is known as 
patriarchy (male domination.). The theory is often a misunderstood as stereotypes and 
misconceptions about it exists. Many people do not realise that there are several types 
of feminism such as black, radical feminism and liberal. 

 
 

Mostly B – Our Marxist 
 

You are most likely to turn into Karl Marx. Marxism looks at how society is constructed 
is a way that produces class conflict with the rich having all the power and control 
whilst the poor are oppressed. Marx argues that the root cause of class inequality is 
down to capitalism as it encourages people to be greedy and materialistic. Just as 
capitalism replaced feudalism, Marx argues that capitalism will one day be 
replaced with communism 

 
 

Mostly C- Our Functionalist 
 

You are most likely to turn into Emile Durkheim. Functionalism is theory which argues that 
members of society are united together by a shared set of idea and beliefs called 
‘norms’ (normal behaviour.) These norms are accepted by all members in society and 
are enforced by structures such as family and education. They see society like a human 
body – with all parts needed in order for it to ‘function’ and work effectively. 

 
 

Mostly D- Our interactionist 
 

You are most likely to turn into Becker/ Mead. Interactionism looks at how people create 
meaning during social interactions, how they present and construct the self (or identity) 
as well as how they define situations. One of the perspectives key ideas is that people 
act the way they do because of how they define situations. Becker uses the example of 
nudity to illustrate how timing, place and audience can influence how people see an 
action or idea. 

 
 

Mostly E – Our post-modernist 
 

You are most likely to turn into Foucault. Post-modernism is a more recent Sociological 
theory which seeks to question and de-construct existing structures and understandings 
of reality. Post modernism rejects the idea that one theory such as functionalism, 
Utilitarianism, religion or even science can explain reality! 

 
 
 
 

 



TASK	1	–	An	Introduction	to	studying	Sociology	

1. What	is	Sociology? 

Watch the video clip on YouTube: What is Sociology? Crash Course Sociology 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YnCJU6PaCio and make notes on what 
you understand about Sociology.  

Find and record the definitions for the following key sociological terms:  
o Socialisation (primary socialisation and secondary socialisation)  
o Norms  
o Values  
o Beliefs  
o Culture  
o Social Class  
o Gender  
o Ethnicity  

 

2. Main	Sociological	Theories	

A theory, for our purpose, is something that explains the relationship between 
two or more things. A perspective can be defined as a way of looking at and 

seeing something. To have a perspective, therefore, means to look at something 

(whatever that thing might be) in a particular way. When we talk about the 

sociological perspective, therefore, we are talking about the particular way 
those sociologists, as opposed to non-sociologists to try to understand human 

social behaviour.  

Use the internet to find out about the main sociological theories. For each one, 
explain the main idea and concepts and the key sociologists:  

o Functionalism  
o Marxism  
o Feminism  
o Action Theories  
o Postmodernism  

Which sociological perspective do you agree with? Why?  

	
	
	
	
	
	



TASK	2	–	Education	
	

1. Research	the	History	of	Education	in	the	UK	and	answer	the	following	
questions:		

o When	did	education	become	compulsory	in	the	UK?		
o Prior	to	compulsory	education,	what	were	the	differences	in	who	
used	to	receive	schooling?		

o What	are	the	oldest	and	newest	subjects?		
o How	have	the	methods	of	dealing	with	behaviour	changed	over	time?		
o What	are	some	of	the	major	changes	that	have	taken	place	in	UK	
education	in	the	20th	and	21st	centuries?		

o Consider	the	impact	of	the	following	policies:		
• Education	Act	1944	(Tripartite	System)		
• Comprehensives	1966		
• Education	Reform	Act	1988		

2. Explain	your	personal	view	on	the	role	and	purpose	of	education?		
	

TASK	3	–	Optional	Topic	in	Year	1	–	Families	and	Households	
	

1. Find the definitions for the following key family terms:  

o Monogamy  

o Bigamy  

o Polygamy  

o Maternal  
o Nuclear family  

o Empty nest  
o Empty shell marriage  

o Extended family  

o Kinship  

o Cohabitation  

2. Research the changing family in the UK and answer the following questions: 

o How has the family structure changed over the past 100 years?  

o How have the following policies affected the family?  
• The Divorce Act 1969 and 1984 

• The Paternity Act 2010 

• The Civil partnerships Act 2004 

• The	Marriage (Same-Sex Couples) Act 2013 

	
	
	
	
	



	
 

 
To help you on your way… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Useful	Websites: 

o AQA New Specification – http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/as-and-a- 

level/sociology-7191-7192/introduction 

o AQA - Example Assessment Material -http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/as-

and- a-level/sociology-7191-7192/assessment-resources 
o S-Cool Revision Materials  -  http://www.s-cool.co.uk/a-level/sociology 

o https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/reference 

o http://politybooks.com/kenbrowne/resources.asp 

o https://napierpress.com/book-one-workbooks 
o https://napierpress.com/book-two-workbooks 
o http://www.earlhamsociologypages.co.uk 

o https://www.sociologystuff.com 

For your first lesson… We expect you to have the following: 

o A level arched folder – labelled with your name on and Sociology (spelt correctly). 

o There must be dividers in your folder – plastic ones are better as they are tougher. 

o Your own lined paper • Plenty of plastic wallets.  

o A pencil case with the usual stationary,	but we use a lot of post-it notes and 

highlighters,	so have plenty of those. 

o A copy of the Year 1 Textbook 

o Your homework tasks	contained in this booklet. 
 

Well done! You’re all set ready to embark on your Sociology A- Level course ! 

We look forward to seeing you in September. 

Useful Resources and Further Reading 

It is also recommended that you take 
an active interest in the news and 
what is going on around you in the 
wider world as a lot of the concepts 
and ideas covered in lessons will 
relate to what is going on.  
 

The ability to be able to draw upon 
contemporary examples will also 
help illustrate your application and 
understanding skills which will be 
vital in order for you to achieve the 
higher grades in this subject. 

This is the textbook 
you will need to	
buy	for Year 1 

ISBN: 978-1471839399 

 
 This is the revision	

guide you are	
advised to	buy	
which	will	cover	all	
papers 

ISBN: 978-1471839399 

 
 


