
A-Level Law

Bishop’s Hatfield Girls’ School:  Year 12 Induction Programme

The following induction programme is designed to prepare you for A-Level Law. We follow the AQA

specification. The A-Level covers three Papers – Paper 1 is Criminal Law, Paper 2 is Tort (Negligence) and

Paper 3 is Human Rights. The work you will be completing is all from Paper 1.

Following the induction lessons and completing the induction programme you will aim to achieve a basic

understanding of:

● the distinction between enforceable legal rules and principles and other rules and norms of

behaviour (induction lessons);

● the differences between criminal and civil law (induction lessons);

● the criminal process including the classification of offences (induction lessons and induction

programme);

● the role and powers of magistrates in criminal courts, the role of juries and judges in criminal courts

(induction programme); and

● the advantages and disadvantages of using juries in criminal courts (induction programme).

The induction programme is split into 6 weeks to help you to manage your time. Each week should take

approximately one hour to complete.

Task 1: complete the tasks in weeks 1 – 2 of the programme. Make notes of all of your answers as you will

need to bring them to the first lesson.

Task 2: weeks 3 - 6 all relate to the advantages and disadvantages of trial by jury. Your task is to answer the

following essay question evaluating the use of juries in Crown Court trials:

The Covid pandemic has caused mounting delays in the criminal justice system. One proposal to speed up

the administration of criminal justice is to limit trial by jury. Evaluate the value of jury trial in the criminal

justice system in England and Wales. Do you think the advantages of jury trial outweigh the

disadvantages?

The maximum word count for the essay is 1,500 words and can be typed or handwritten. The essay must be

handed in in your first Law lesson in September and will be marked according to the grading criteria at the

end of the induction programme.

In writing your essay:

● Do not cut and paste from the internet – use your own words;

● Make a list of any sources used and include it at the end of the essay;

● Check spelling and grammar carefully.

You must complete all sections of the induction programme. Website links are included and there are

further pdfs on the Consortium website with relevant information. Law at BHG 2 contains documents for

week 1; Law at BHG 3 and Law at BHG 4 contain the information you will need for week 2 and to write the

essay (weeks 3 – 6).

The extracts are from the first-year textbook (AQA Law for A-Level and AS (First Edition 2017) by

Jacqueline Martin and Nicholas Price). You will have the opportunity to purchase the textbook at a discount

in the first week of term.

If you need any help with your work or have any queries which need answering, please email me at

vclark@bishophatfield.herts.sch.uk.

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/law/specifications/AQA-7162-SP-2017.PDF
mailto:vclark@bishophatfield.herts.sch.uk


Wk Topic and Task Done

1 Review of the two courts that hear criminal cases for the first time (this will also be
covered in the induction lessons)
Review Law at BHG 2 (the extract from pages 94 -97 of the textbook and the chart) which
deals with whether offences are classified as summary, either-way or indictable and
accordingly whether they are heard in the Magistrates’ Court or the Crown Court.

The role of Magistrates in criminal cases
Watch: The Magistrates’ Court (University of Derby)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WeNDacwO5NA
Watch the clip and answer the following questions:

1. How many Magistrates are there usually?
2. Do Magistrates need legal qualifications?
3. Are Magistrates paid for their work?
4. What 2 types of offences/cases do they hear?
5. In what 2 circumstances can the Magistrates refer a case to the Crown Court?
6. Is the legal adviser/court clerk legally trained?
7. What do you think the defence solicitor means when he says ‘it is not for the

defence to win the case but for the prosecution to lose it’?

Watch:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-wales-47410156/from-aisles-to-trials-for-young-magis
trate-luke-penney

Read: the latest statistics about Magistrates in England and Wales
Statistics published on diversity in the magistracy

Question: Is Luke Penney a typical Magistrate?

Task: using page 112 of the textbook in Law at BHG 2 and information on the Magistrates’
Association website (for example,
https://www.magistrates-association.org.uk/About-Magistrates) sum up the role of a
magistrate in a criminal trial in no more than five sentences.

2 The role of a judge and jury in a criminal case
Watch: video on the Crown Court by University of Derby
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tZYvv_s5R-s

Read: pages 115, 116 and 121 of the textbook (both in Law at BHG 3 pdf).

Task: This is the video shown to all jurors. Watch the video and answer the questions in
Law at BHG 3 2021 ‘Questions on Juries’.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yQGekF-72xQ

Task: sum up the role of the judge and the role of the jury in a criminal trial in no more
than 5 sentences.

3 Evaluating trial by jury (1)
The remaining weeks are to help you research and answer the essay question:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WeNDacwO5NA
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-wales-47410156/from-aisles-to-trials-for-young-magistrate-luke-penney
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-wales-47410156/from-aisles-to-trials-for-young-magistrate-luke-penney
https://www.magistrates-association.org.uk/News-and-Comments/statistics-published-on-diversity-in-the-magistracy#:~:text=The%20latest%20statistics%20on%20judicial,over%20
https://www.magistrates-association.org.uk/About-Magistrates
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tZYvv_s5R-s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yQGekF-72xQ


The Covid pandemic has caused mounting delays in the criminal justice system. One
proposal to speed up the administration of criminal justice is to limit trial by jury.
Evaluate the value of jury trial in the criminal justice system in England and Wales. Do
you think the advantages of jury trial outweigh the disadvantages?

In 2010 Professor Cheryl Thomas published highly influential research into juries. This is a
link to her report:
https://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/publications/research-and-analysis/moj-research/a
re-juries-fair-research.pdf

Task: read the summary of the report on pages i – ix and answer the following questions.
Each answer should help you to provide evidence for both the advantages and
disadvantages of using a jury.

1. What is her overall conclusion on page i as to whether juries are fair?

2. On page ii what is the key finding as to whether all-white juries discriminate against

black and minority ethnic (BME) defendants?

3. Page iv contains some interesting statistics on the efficiency and effectiveness of

juries. What are the figures for reaching a verdict, hung juries, conviction rates and

discharge of juries?

4. Page vi contains some details on jurors’ understanding of directions by the judge.

Between a half and two thirds of jurors said they understood the directions by the

judge. What percentage of jurors does the Report say actually understood the

judge’s directions?

5. What does the report suggest would improve the ability of jurors to understand the

law?

6. On page vii of the summary the report discusses media reporting of jury trials.

Which statistics would you use to show the influence the media has on jurors?

7. Read page viii of the summary and answer the following questions:

● In high profile cases how many jurors admitted looking for information on the
internet?

● In standard cases how many jurors admitted looking for information on the
internet?

The problem of jurors using the internet was highlighted in a case called R v Dallas (2012)

Research the case, for example, this article in the Guardian
https://www.theguardian.com/law/2012/jan/23/juror-contempt-court-online-research
and how it led to the introduction of a new criminal offence in section 71 of the Criminal
Justice and Courts Act 2015
(http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2015/2/section/71/enacted)

4 Evaluating trial by jury (2)
Research: the extract from Chapter 14 of the textbook (pages 115 in Law at BHG 3 2021
and 122 to 123 in Law at BHG 4 2021) goes through a number of legal cases that you can
use to show advantages and disadvantages of trial by jury.

Using this book and your own research decide how the following cases show
advantages/disadvantages of trial by jury:

● Bushell’s case (1670) (page 115)

https://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/publications/research-and-analysis/moj-research/are-juries-fair-research.pdf
https://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/publications/research-and-analysis/moj-research/are-juries-fair-research.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/law/2012/jan/23/juror-contempt-court-online-research
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2015/2/section/71/enacted


● Ponting’s case (1984) (page 122)

● R v Kronlid and others (1996) (page 123)

● R v Mirza (2004) (page 123)

● R v Young (Stephen) (1995) (page 123)

5 Evaluating trial by jury (3)
Research: the following additional cases from pages 124 - 126 of Chapter 14 will help
provide evidence for your essay.
● Sander v United Kingdom (2000) (page 124)

● R v Taylor and Taylor (1993) (page 124)

● R v Twomey and others (2009) (page 125)

● R v Owen (1991) – see separate report at the end of the Law at BHG4 2021 pdf.

You may find this extract from the A-Level Law Review on jury equity useful:
https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/media/Documents/magazine-extras/Law%20Review/
LawRev%2011_1/LawReview11_1_Jury_answers.pdf?ext=.pdf

See also the following recent examples:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-56853979
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-bristol-59727161

6 Evaluating trial by jury – writing the essay

Use the time to write your answer to the question.
See marking criteria below.

Marking criteria for A-Level Law Induction Assignment 

Quality of
response

Band 4

High quality

A detailed response to the question, showing excellent in-depth research, going
beyond the compulsory resources. The response includes an excellent outline
explanation of the facts of a number of legal cases as well as an excellent explanation
of the relevant legal rules and principles. Judgments are supported by careful and
detailed arguments. Appropriate use of legal terminology. A fully justified conclusion
is reached.

Band 3

Good

A detailed response to the question, showing some good research and knowledge.
Good explanation of the facts of legal cases with good application of the relevant legal
rules and principles. A sustained, but not yet fully, developed line of reasoning is
established leading to a partially justified conclusion.

Band 2

Satisfactory

Information in the response to the question is satisfactory and demonstrates a
satisfactory understanding of both the facts of legal cases and relevant legal rules and
principles. Limited analysis and evaluation of relevant legal rules and principles. No
conclusion or unjustified conclusion reached.

https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/media/Documents/magazine-extras/Law%20Review/LawRev%2011_1/LawReview11_1_Jury_answers.pdf?ext=.pdf
https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/media/Documents/magazine-extras/Law%20Review/LawRev%2011_1/LawReview11_1_Jury_answers.pdf?ext=.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-56853979
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-bristol-59727161


Band 1

Unsatisfactory

An unsatisfactory response to the question, showing limited research and knowledge
and lacking in detail. The response is supported by limited evidence, but is insufficient
in preparation for the A-Level Law course.

If you are judged to be in band 1 you will need to re-do the essay.

Extension activities: if all the above is not enough…!

Reading

BBC News App

Guardian legal reports: https://www.theguardian.com/law

The Secret Barrister (2018)

A Bit of a Stretch: the Diaries of a Prisoner by Chris Atkins (2020)

TV

24 hours in Police Custody – filmed in Luton. A number of episodes available on All4. Any episode will give

you an insight into the criminal justice system.

Murder 24/7: follows teams of detectives and specialists involved in murder investigations. Currently

available on BBC i player.

Short courses

Open Learn courses – free courses developed by the Open University

https://www.open.edu/openlearn/society/free-courses?filter=date/grid/687/all/all/all/

Level 1 courses include: Starting with Law (3 hours)

Starting with law: An overview of the law (5 hours)

The law-making process in England and Wales (15 hours)

There is also a Futurelearn course on the Modern Judiciary run by King’s College London (15 hours).

https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/the-modern-judiciary

https://www.theguardian.com/law
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/society/free-courses?filter=date/grid/687/all/all/all/
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/the-modern-judiciary

