
Augusto Boal & Forum 
Theatre  

LO – To understand the importance of Forum Theatre and how you 
can use it as a successful tool in your TiE performance.  



Augusto Boal  

• Born 1931 – Died 2009  

• Brazillian  

• Founder of Theatre of the Oppressed 

• After the Military Coup of Brazil in 1964, Boal was seen as a threat 
to the military regime. He was kidnapped, tortured and finally 
exiled to Argentina 

• The book Theatre of the Oppressed was based on another book 
and theory Pedagogy of the Oppressed by Paulo Freire.  

 



Theatre of the Oppressed 

A theatrical tool developed by Augusto Boal to teach communities 
and individuals how they can break free from oppression by gaining 
an education, and making the right choices.  

This theatrical tool aimed to teach people by promoting them to 
understand anything from: the differences between right and 
wrong, life choices, government and politics, rich and poor etc… 

By developing theatre with, for and by the people, Boal was not 
telling people what to do, he was allowing them to realise what 
should be done, much like Paulo Freire…  



Forum Theatre  

• Literally a theatre style for helping people develop their world. 
He literally opened up a theatrical forum where people could 
share their opinions by performing them on stage.  

• During a performance, any member of the cast or audience could 
stop the action and suggest different ways for the action to 
continue (often where a character might be oppressed in some 
way) in an attempt to change the outcome of what they were 
seeing. This is known as ‘Simultaneous Dramaturgy’  



Making it Bomb Proof.  

Usually the performers will elect one person in charge of the 
performance, known as the ‘Joker’ – This person will mediate the 
suggestions and the actions to make sure that everyone gets a say 
and that particular scenes don’t drag on. This can be a tough job, 
but as long as you have a good idea of how long you want the forum 
to be, you can stick to a schedule.  


