
Consortium Economics Induction Pack 

The aim of this pack is to help you prepare for your study of Economics at A Level. There 

are several elements to this pack and you need to complete all of these and bring them 

to your first lesson. 

1) Background Reading 

 

It is difficult to provide you with a definitive list of reading to fully prepare you for 

the course. If you follow the link below, it will suggest a number of books which are 

suitable for potential A Level students, have a look through the list and see if there 

is one that interests you. Most of these books can be ordered through your local 

library for a very small charge. Alternatively, you can pick many of these titles up 

for a reduced price if you buy a used copy from any number of online sites. 

 

 

https://www.tutor2u.net/economics/blog/recommended-reading-for-alevel-

economists 

 

You are also advised to have a look at the following websites, they include a number of 

institutions and organisations that we look at over the course of the two year of the 

course. They also include some student friendly reference sites. 

https://www.library.qmul.ac.uk/subject-guides/economics/useful-websites/ 

The Bank of England - https://www.bankofengland.co.uk/ 

The Treasury - https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/hm-treasury 

World Trade Organisation - https://www.wto.org/ 

The Office of National Statistics - https://www.ons.gov.uk/ 

The Behavioural Insights Team - https://www.bi.team/ 

https://studywise.co.uk/a-level-revision/economics/ 

https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/wiki/a-level_economics 

https://www.tutor2u.net/economics/blog/economics-topic-study-notes 

 

2) Influential Economists 

Like any academic discipline, there have been a number of influential economists over 

time who have influenced the subject in a variety of ways. Have a look at the websites 

below and read about some of the most famous and influential economists there have 

been. For each of them, think about the following: 

 

What was their main contribution to the subject? 

Is it a controversial view? If so, why? 

Why are they regarded to be so important? 
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https://www.opposingviews.com/money/the-top-10-most-influential-economists-of-all-time 

https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/courses/economics/the-ten-most-

influential-economists-of-all-time 

https://richtopia.com/inspirational-people/top-100-economists 

https://superscholar.org/features/20-most-influential-living-economists/ 

 

 

3) Consortium Economics Induction Assignment 

 

 

 

Economics is all about the allocation of resources.  How can we achieve the maximum 

benefit for all with the limited resources we have. 

One element of this is that Governments have to think very carefully about how they use 

tax.  Tax is used to raise revenue for the government to spend on public services.  It is 

also used to help allocate resources more efficiently. 

The Welch Government has suggested how a small contribution from those visiting 

Wales could be used to sustain services that are important to both visitors and the local 

population. 

Suggested Structure 

Introduction  What is tax? 

 What is a tourism tax? 

 How would this tax work work? 
Arguments for  What benefits would a tourism tax bring? 

 What could the revenue be spent on? 

 Examples of successful tourism taxes around the world 

 Benefits for: 
 Tourists 
 Local population 
 Local Businesses 
 The environment 

Arguments against  What are the problems/issues connected to a tourist tax? 

 Who might be against it and why? 

 Examples around the world of where it hasn’t worked or 
has caused problems. How serious are these problems? 
Could they be overcome in any way? 

Conclusion  Look at the question.  It is not asking you to simply come 
down on one side or another, but to make a considered 
judgement of the degree of success a tourist tax would 
have.  You will need to evaluate the arguments both for 
and against carefully. 

To what extent would a Tourism Tax in Wales be successful? 
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https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/courses/economics/the-ten-most-influential-economists-of-all-time
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Other points  You will need to research this issue in both Wales but 
also use information from other countries on the positives 
and negatives of imposing such a tax. 

 This is an essay.  It should be written in continuous 
prose.  You can use tables/graphs/data if you wish but do 
not copy and paste huge amounts of information from the 
internet. 

 Word length should be approx. 3000 words. 

 Please check your finished essay for spelling, 
punctuation and grammatical accuracy. 

 

If you have any questions you can contact us at  

tbraybrook@stanborough.herts.sch.uk (Stanborough Group) 

gamoore@monkswalk.herts.sch.uk (Monk’s Walk Group) 

 

mailto:tbraybrook@stanborough.herts.sch.uk
mailto:gamoore@monkswalk.herts.sch.uk

